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THE WEBB FAMILY OF BRAINTREE.

PRELIMINARY STATEMENTS.

THERE were several families of the name of Webb, among the early
settlers of New England. Francis Webb and Thomas Webb were
members of the Massachusetts Company in England. Whether they
ever came to these shores does not appear, though Francis was one of
she active promoters of the plantation.
Richard Webb of Weymouth had Joseph, b. Aug. 19, 1640, and
‘ehemiah, b. Oct. 19, 1641, He removed to Boston, probably in
644 ; was a shoemaker, and was chosen by the town of Boston sealer
leather, 1649. He died July 2, 1659. He had no other sons living
that time, for he says in his will, “my two sonnes.” His son Joseph®
lived in Boston; d. Oct. 9, 1698) had by wife Grace, Joseph,® b. March
0, 1666 ; Mary® b. Aug. 27,1671 ; Sarah? b. Oct. 14, 1673 ; Elisha,®
Feb. 13, 1675. Sarah,® just mentioned, m. May 26, 1699, John
arshall,® b. March 19, 1678, son of Samuel,® and grandson of John'
d Sarah Marshall of Boston.—See p. 346 of this volume.
The last named [ Deacon] Joseph Webb® (a maltster or brewer, b.
1666; d. 1746) had by wife Lydia, Joseph,* b. Feb. 18, 1698-9; a
ser; d. Oet. 10, 1762 ; m. Abigail Torrey, Oct. 26, 1721, and had
rteen children : of whom seven d. in infancy. Two sons, Nehemiah®
d John,” and five daughters, Abigail, Lydia, Deborah, Grace, and
ersis, are not recorded as dying thus early.
HeNry WEBB of London came to this country with his father, who
s of Salisbury, Eng. He was at Boston previously to Sept. 25,1637,
hien he bad leave from the town to “buy the house where he now
e.” He had a lot at Mount Wollaston, 1638. He was admitted
man March 13,1638-9. In 1640, 200 acres of land at the Mount
‘ollaston] beyond Monotocott river,” were granted him; this must
ve been in the present territory of Braintree. He was a successful
d wealthy merchant ; appears to have devoted himself to traffic; and
have taken no part in public affairs. He was a stockholder in the
n Works at Braintree and at Lynn, from the beginning in 1644, till
failure of the Company in November, 1653. He advanced large
s of money to help that Company in their difficulties; and the
perty of the Company was attached to satisfy his claims, along with
<e of his friends, Thomas Savage, Anthony Stoddard, and others.
Vinton Memorial, pp. 465-470. He d. Sept. 7, 1660. Dowsabell,
: wife, d. Feb. 28, 1659-60.
The will of Henry Webb, dated April 5, 1660 ; proved Sept. 13,
0; may be found in the Genealogical Register, X., 177. He gives
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property to his only daughter Margaret, late wife of Jacob Sheafe, 3
her children Elizabeth Sheafe and Mehitable Sheafe. He also ments
his brother John Webb, deceased, of Titherly in Hampshire, Engk
and several other relatives and friends. The will further says—
gine vnto Harvard Colledge, Immediately after my decease, my hes
And land which T lately purchased of Henry Phillips, and was 3*
house of Samuell Oliuer, deceased, with such deed or deeds that G
cerne the same, the yearely Rent whereof to be improued, after y* &
and necessary Repayres thereof is provided for, to be foreuer, eithes
y¢ maintanace of some poore schollars, or otherwise for y© best good
ye Colledge, to be Improued by the Care And discretion of y® Presids
and overseers of y¢ Colledge, and Approbation of y¢ overseers of
my will. I farther giue ynto ye said Colledge, £50 more, to be pay
speciall good pay,” etc. The house here given was not his mas
house ; for that was given to his dau. Mrs. Sheafe, and to her
Elizabeth after her. The property given to the College is still ows
by that corporation; it is the land on which stands the book-stoss
full of literary treasures, of Little, Brown & Co., No. 110 Washa
Street. This store was handsomely rebuilt, of substantial granite, &8
years since, and the inscriptions, Henricvs Wess, Corr. Hanv
1660, Dexvo &piricAv. PrEs. ET Soc. 1860,* are sculptured in®
tablets on the front wall.

His only daughter and child, Margaret, b. 1625; d. Feb. 23, 163
a. 68 ; married Sept., 1642, Jacob Sheafe, b. Aug. 4, 1616, at &
brook in Kent, England. Mr. Sheafe d. at Boston, March 22, 1658
Mrs. Sheafe afterwards m. Rev. Thomas Thacher, the first minister o8
Old South Church in Boston. By Mr. Sheafe, she had two danghs
Elizabeth, b. Oct. 1, 1644, who m. 1, Sept. 7, 1660, Robert Gibls
March 20, 1675, Jonathan Corwin of Salem (see p. 341 of this voless
and Mehitabel, b. May 28, 1658, who m. Sampson Sheafe, then &
chant of Boston, afterwards Judge of the Supreme Court of New E
shire ; from whom most of the name in New Hampshire are desee

John Webb was admitted freeman, Dee. 7,1636. He was a me
of the Artillery Company in Boston, 1643. “One John Webb,
Evered,”} was the conductor of a fishing enterprise at the Isle of 8
in 1641. “John Evered, alias Webb,” was one of the three apps
of the estate of Mrs. Anne Leverett, mother of Governor
Boston, October, 1656. He was one of the early settlers of Chelus
of which town he was a representative, 1663, 1664, 1665. '

John Webb, brazier, was admitted an inhabitant of Boston, Nes
1651.

There were, therefore, two John Webbs in Boston in 1655.
them, probably *John Webb, alias Evered,” sold house and le
Braintree to Samuel Allen of Braintree, April 19, 1648. [Suff. L
1:90.] This may indicate a counnection with Christopher
Richard, son of John and Anna Webb of Boston, died Dec. 30, 18

|

# « Henry Webb gave this property to Harvard College, 1660.” * The &

rebuilt the edifice, 1860.”
t The “Evered” was probably assumed on leaving England, as & mes
eluding the vigilance of the governmeént, who would hinder emigration

shores.



